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Easter Blessings to all of our families and friends! 

Allelulia! Allelulia! Rejoice in the Lord for Jesus tells us in the Gospel of John 15:9 

“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. Live on in my love.”  

Jesus constantly talks about the love his Father has for us if we believe in Jesus. In this Easter 

season we better understand what Jesus tells us throughout the Gospels that God is a loving 

God if we follow the commandments. God has a place for us; we just have to choose to take the 

path to Him. 

I pray your Easter Season is filled with God’s abundant graces. We have so many things to be 

thankful for—sometimes we just need to stop and reflect on what those things are in our lives. 

Springtime offers us many glimpses of God’s promises to us with the soft green color of young 

fresh leaves on the trees, the colorful blooms in the myriad of newly planted spring flowers, the 

peaceful flight of silent butterflies floating around flowers and tree blooms, and the sound of 

excited children enjoying the great outdoor weather during this time of year. God is great! 

We appreciate the time the parents spent helping make Fun Day really fun! The cheerleaders 

were cheerful, and the Mighty Crusaders made an impact on the pep rally. Mr. Norman made a 

great Crusader commander as we all have his red and white image imprinted in our memories. 

Without all of the help, the students would not have been able to do as many activities as were 

planned. This yearly springtime event moved along well, and many enjoyed the breezy day 

outdoors and the indoor activities in the Activity Center. Again, thanks to all of our Fun Day 

volunteers! 

The Casino Night event was beautiful at the Kingwood Country Club, and ideas are beginning 

to swirl for next year’s annual Casino Night. There is even a suggestion that the event will be 

moved back to the school campus next year. If you would be interested in participating on the 

Casino Night Committee for 2018, please contact Cortney Waguespack next week. The 

committee will start to plan and choose a theme before the end of the school year. Stay tuned 

for more information. 

May is a very busy month as we wind down the school year. Please visit our school website to 

keep aligned with the dates for May Crowning, Prospective New Families Open House, the 

First Communion reception, the Fine Arts Showcase, the End-of-the-Year Parent Meeting, 

Eighth Grade Send-off and Graduation, and the New Family Meeting as well. April came and 

went in a flash, and so will May. Summer vacations will be here before we know it. 

Have a blessed next few weeks. 

Mrs. Tina Lewis 

“When considering no longer homeschooling our three youngest children, the only 

option we considered was bringing them to St. Martha.  Our two oldest children 

attended public school in Kingwood and then Catholic high school in Houston. 

Once we experienced Catholic education, we knew it was our only option to 

homeschooling for the academic and spiritual education for our three youngest 

children.  At SMCS, our faith and the values and beliefs we have always tried to instill 

in our children are supported.  All three children have been well prepared 

academically, have had so many opportunities to participate in sports and 

extracurricular activities, and their hearts for service nurtured. We believe in the 

mission of the school and are grateful that the families we have come to know and 

love here at SMCS have been a huge part of the ‘village’ that it takes to raise a 

child.”               - Lynn and Larry Lucas, SMCS Parents 

           (current student and alumni) 
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Crusader World 
Mind   •   Heart   •   Spirit 

Congratulations to SMCS alumnus Jake Stevens ’14 on his upcoming 
opportunities with Rice University!  In June, Jake will participate in a week-
long Engineering Boot Camp at the Oshman Engineering Design Kitchen 
(OEDK).  After the boot camp, Jake will spend a week working as an intern 
in the OEDK to learn more about the engineering programs at Rice.  Working 
alongside current Rice engineering students will be a great learning 
experience for Jake who is planning to pursue degree in Mechanical 
Engineering after his 2018 graduation from St. Thomas High School. Jake 
hopes to attend Rice University where he desires to be a part of 
humanitarian projects that are developed and implemented by students! We 
are Crusader proud of Jake for his hard work, dedication, and willingness to 
use his knowledge and skills to make a difference in the lives of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ around the world!  

 

Congratulations to SMCS Alumni Adam 
Rinaldi ’14 and Ryan Deitz ’13 for their 
outstanding performances at the Texas Private Schools Music 
Educators Association State contest this month.  Ryan and Adam 
both earned the highest rating of One (Superior) medals in Small 
Ensemble with their St. Thomas High School (STHS) Eagle 
Singers.   Adam also earned a second Superior medal in solo 
competition.  In addition to his participation in choir, Adam is a 

member of the STHS varsity Quiz Bowl team which advanced to Nationals 
this year and also  served as the head of the novice team.  
Ryan recently performed in the STHS Theatre production of The Addams 
Family in which he played the part of Mal Beinke.  Ryan has been highly 
invovled in STHS theatre and has performed in all eight productions that 
have been presented in his four years at STHS.  SMCS Alumna Allison 
Gomez ’13 was the co-choreographer for The Addams Family and one of 
the dance performers.  She also performed in several  STHS Theatre 
productions over the last four years.  We are Crusader proud of Adam, Ryan, 
and Allison for their commitment and dedication to their academic and 
extracurricular activities and for the talents and excellence they bring to their 
teams and events! 

MAY IS THE MONTH FOR AWARDS AND GRADUATIONS! 

Please share your middle school, high school, and college graduates’ news for our 

special graduates editions of the Crusader World! 

Headed to high school? College?  Mission work? Career?   

Received any awards? Scholarships? Internships? 

We are proud of our alumni and want to share the good news with our community!  

Please email any questions, information, and pictures to lucasl@stmarthacs.org.   

BE CRUSADER PROUD – SHARE YOUR GOOD NEWS!! 

Jake with SMCS Alumnus Josh 

Prusak ‘14 at STHS ring ceremony. 

mailto:lucasl@stmarthacs.org
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Crusaders of the Month 
Right Choice for February: Self-Discipline 
Congratulations to our SMCS Crusaders of the Month! 
 

What makes a student a Crusader of the Month? The candidates 

for Crusader of the Month should exemplify the characteristics of 

the Right Choice Lesson for the month.  Students should be hard 

workers in all aspects of academics and possess and demonstrate 

a positive attitude towards their classmates as well as their 

teachers.  Students should be well-behaved in structured and non-

structured settings and should show responsibility in their work as 

well as their actions.  

Pre-K Mateo Campos 

Pre-K Olivia Holmes 

Pre-K Samir Halabi 

Pre-K Aminah Cisse 

Pre-K Alexis Verrett 

K Reagan Eastman 

K Nicole Glasco 

1 Michael Lux 

1 Sophia Reyna 

2 Catherine Verret 

2 Julia Tristan 

3 Liam Shannon 

3 Ava Smith 

4 Breanna Johnson 

4 John Hays 

5 Sophia Saenz 

5 Paige Howard 

6 Maggie Pradel 

6 Rebecca Manosalva 

7 Carson Chesnut 

7 Xavier Laroche 

8 Alaina Ashy 

8 Alex Varela 

The Drama Club has been 

rehearsing weekly for their 

upcoming presentation, 

The Tale of Snow White.  Be 

sure to mark your 

calendars to attend the 

performance on Friday, 

May 19, at 5 p.m. in the 

Family Life Center.    
 

In library we are working on the 

Dewey Decimal System using Duplo 

Legos as books! The students are 

putting the numbered Duplos in 

order from top to bottom, bottom to 

top and side to side ranging from 

001.00 through the 900's. Next week 

they will decide what book they are 

looking for, bring it back to their table, display it, and 

then return it to its proper place on the shelf. 

Our library is organized just as the public library so the 

transition from school library to public library should be 

simple. 

If you have any Duplos that you 

are willing to donate to the library 

for this project, please bring your 

donation to the school office.  

Thank you for your support of our  

Lego-Duplo collection! 
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Our Crusaders Track and Field Team participated in the 

championship finals this past Saturday! When the Pradels took 

over the Track and Field teams several years ago, we had ONE 

student qualify for the finals— Alex Lewis (Mrs. Lewis’ son). Last 

weekend, SMCS had 20 qualifiers! We are so proud of all our 

Crusader athletes who competed this weekend! 

 
8th graders:  

Alex Varela - 100M Dash (7th place), 100M Hurdles (1st place), 400M Dash (5th place) 

Alexis Cox - 100M Dash (6th place), 100M Hurdles (2nd place), 200M Dash (4th place), 

Discus Throw (6th place) 

Riley Villarreal - 100M Dash (8th place), 110M Hurdles (2nd place) 

 
7th graders: 

Quinn Keeler - Discus Throw (5th place), Shot Put (4th place) 

Carson Chesnut -  100M Dash (4th place), 100M Hurdles (7th place), 200M Dash (3rd 

place), Discus Throw 

Evan Crosswait - 400M Relay A team (8th place) 

Evan Hebert - 400M Relay A team (8th place) 

Gabby Norman - Discus Throw (4th place), Shot Put (6th place) 

Greyson Padula - 100M Hurdles (7th place), 1600Mile Run (5th place), 400M Relay A 

Team (8th place) 

Juan Cintron - 100M Dash (8th place), 400M Relay A Team (8th place) 

Izzy Pinto - 100M Hurdles (6th place), 800M Run (7th place) 

 
6th graders: 

Avery Richter - 1600 M Relay A Team (6th place) 

Caden Laskowski - 100M Hurdles (8th place) 

Charlie Norman - Discus Throw (2nd place), Shot Put (1st place) 

Julia Abreu-Price - 1600 M Relay A Team (6th place) 

Katherine Speyerer - 1600 M Relay A Team (6th place), 1600 Mile Run (5th place) 

Lily Coenen - 100M Dash 

Osvaldo Jasso - 800 M Run (5th place) 

Ryan Nguyen - 100M Hurdles 

Sarah Claassen - 1600 M Relay A Team (6th place) 

Crusader Track & Field 
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Holy Week at SMCS 
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The mighty, tiny Crusaders of room 102A have been 

busy in the month of April with caterpillars, 

chrysalises, butterflies, shapes, letters, and the color 

yellow. Our shape is the cross, which reminds us of 

Jesus' great love for us.  We have also revisited the 

oval shape and talked about the many Easter egg 

hunts in which our friends participated.  Students are 

looking forward to Pre-K Fun Day as well as releasing 

butterflies in front of the Activity Center.  Our class 

received the Vocations Cross at Mass for a  

week.  We are praying daily for more young men 

and women to choose the priesthood or religious 

life.  Easter blessings and thank you to all the parents 

who share their time and talent at SMCS and in our 

classroom.   

Pre-K:  Salomonsson 

Pre-K: Castillo 

April has been an exciting month in Pre-K3!  We have 

six caterpillars in our classroom that will become 

Painted Lady butterflies!   Our class has been 

learning the color yellow, reviewing all the letters, 

learning the number "ten," and learning the "triangle" 

and "octagon" shapes.  We also are learning 

about  Easter, insects, and animals this month.    
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On April 21,  we let our butterflies go 

free!  The students have been learning 

about the life cycle of a butterfly.  They were 

able to watch the transformation from small 

caterpillars to beautiful butterflies.  We completed many 

activities focusing on this insect such as making a 

caterpillar using pompom balls, decorating coffee filter 

butterflies using watercolor paints, and illustrating the life 

cycle of a butterfly using paper leaves, beans (to 

represent the eggs), Rotini pasta (caterpillar), pasta 

shells (cocoon), and butterfly stickers.  The students had 

a lot of fun! 

Our color of the month is blue, and the shape is the 

diamond.  We will continue to learn about insects and 

then transition to a unit on plants.  

Pre-K: Prisco 

Our PK4 school year is ending soon, and although our 

students are happy to go to Kindergarten, we’re also a 

little sad that this year has to end.   

 

We have shared wonderful days with very dear friends 

The hugs from our teachers came every day 

We enjoyed our walks and outdoor play 

Our fine motor muscles were strengthened each day 

With responsibility we gained independence 

We worked hard on our letters, our numbers, and much more 

Our ideas and opinions we were able to share 

By caring for each other we show our love for God 

Our parents and teachers give us guidance and love 

We look forward to Kinder but will miss our PK days 

 

We’ll work hard this summer to remember all the many concepts learned while in PK! 

 

A very fun-filled summer to all from Ms. Jaspe and Mrs. Ehlers’ 2016-2017 PK4 class 

Pre-K: Jaspe     
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We have been very 

busy in First Grade! 

We have been 

earning our Gold Awards in Mathletics and 

moving into Moby Max. Learning is so much fun!! 

 

Painted Lady butterflies came out of their 

chrysalises and were released in honor of Earth 

Day. Take care, butterflies! 

 

Recently we recited poems in our classrooms and 

enjoyed each one. Two were picked from each 

class to perform for the school and parents. Great 

job, everyone! 

 

Finally, we went back in time to the 1890's on our 

field trip to the West Bay Common One Room 

School House. We experienced a typical day in 

the lives of students back then. Classroom time 

was followed by a museum visit, recess, and a 

picnic on the beautiful grounds. 

First Grade 
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Second Grade 
April has been a time of great growth for second grade, 

both educationally and spiritually.  We continue to look 

forward to, and prepare for our First Holy Communion.  

As part of our preparation, we took our annual field trip 

to Circle Lake.  We spent the day in prayer, reflection, 

and fellowship with our peers, parents and teachers.  A 

wonderful time was had by all!  Special thanks to all of 

the parents who were able to volunteer to help make 

our day even more special!  Our May Crowning and First 

Communion reception are just around the corner. 

We have been perfecting our journaling skills by 

recording the many adventures of Flat Stanley. We also 

have been observing and describing the amazing 

metamorphosis of our caterpillars into butterflies.  

In Math, we are exploring and identifying solid figures by 

their unique properties and demonstrating our 

mathematical expertise by solving both triple digit 

addition and subtraction problems by regrouping. 

Our second graders were so very honored and 

privileged to be a part the book launch of Mrs. Kaden’s 

first book. We look forward to reading about her dog 

Bubba and his many adventures.  Congratulations,  

Mrs. Kaden!  We can’t wait for the sequel to The Bubba 

Diaries! 
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Fourth Grade 
Our fourth graders are having 

a great time learning about 

simple machines and the 

physical properties of matter 

in science class! Both 

homerooms had a great time 

conducting accuracy 

experiments with the 

catapults they created from marshmallows and toothpicks. 
 

Mrs Rubiano's class found the volume of various items through 

displaced volume. Then they determined that air takes up space by 

putting cups stuffed with paper towels into water. The towels didn't get wet! 

Mrs. Daigre’s class loved putting this month’s Right Choice lesson Positive 

Attitude into practice during English class. Combining their newly-

acquired knowledge of compound sentences with the rules for 

addressing letters, each student drew the name 

of a classmate, wrote a note complimenting 

them, and wrote a fun address for the recipient! 

 

Mrs. Rubiano’s class is learning fractions in math 

class. They did a great job creating an equivalent 

fractions flip book and are finding it very useful as 

they put their skills into practice. 

Mrs. Rubiano's class and Mrs. Garnica's class studied the different 

animal adaptations depending on their habitat. Mrs. Garnica's 

students brought in their favorite stuffed animal for us to study. 

Third and second graders teamed up for a math 

enrichment project. The groups of four students were 

given a budget of $100 to choose animals they 

would have in their pet shops.  This involved subtraction and reasoning skills.  Then, the students 

participated in a scavenger hunt around the room to measure in 

inches the different animals they had chosen.  They then were 

able to design the layout of their store.  They also created a 

schedule for themselves as store owners feeding, cleaning, and 

exercising their animals in 15-minute increments.  Ordering 

supplies was also one of their activities. The third graders did an 

excellent job in mentoring the younger students.  All were 

thoroughly engaged! The final product will be a “flyer” advertising 

their new stores! Way to go, Crusaders!! 
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The fifth graders recently enjoyed a wonderful afternoon of fine dining at their 

Manners Banquet.  They came to school dressed up in fancy attire and were able 

to use the appropriate behavior discussed with them at a special class in proper 

etiquette.  After savoring a delicious six-course meal served by loving parents and 

grandparents in a beautifully decorated setting, they were treated to lessons in 

line dancing and were able to show off their moves.  Each child received a 

framed picture that included a copy of rules for gentlemen and/or ladies.  It was 

evident by the smiles on their faces that the special occasion will be remembered 

fondly for years to come.  The generosity of the time, treasure, and talents given 

by parents and grandparents to make this remarkable experience possible was 

truly appreciated by all in attendance.  

Fifth Grade 
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Development Updates 

Looking for a way to serve and make a difference? 

WHAT: St. Martha parish school Local Advisory Board Discernment  - seeking new 

board members to serve a three-year term. 
 

WHEN:  Monday, May 8, from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 
 

WHERE:  Borski Activity Room in the school building 
 

WHO: Parents with children in our parish school and registered parishioners in full 

communion with the Catholic Church are eligible to serve on our advisory board. 

Employees of the parish and school, whether teaching or non-teaching personnel, 

and their spouses, are not eligible to be considered as candidates for the board. 
 

Serving on the board is a wonderful way to exercise your stewardship gift of talent! 
 

BY MAY 4: Interested candidates must contact Mrs. Lewis, our school principal, at 

principal@stmarthacs.org or 281-358-5523 for more information and an overview of the SMCS 

advisory board. 

 

MAY 8: Interested candidates must attend the discernment (a guided experience of prayer and 

shared reflections).  Contact the school office at 281-358-5523 for more information. 

PreK — Grade 8 

Open House and Tour 

for 

Prospective Students and Families 

 

Wednesday, May 17  

 

5:00—7:00 p.m. 

 

2411 Oak Shores Drive 

 

Spread the word to your friends and neighbors! 


